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Or this longer prayer was sometimes used:
Dawn Boy with your strength let him stand
Dawn Boy let him stand with you
Dawn Boy with the strength of the corn let him stand with you
Let him stand with the strength of the white corn
With the strength of the corn-bird, with the strength of the corn and
the Dawn
Let him stand
Harvest Fly Boy, Pollen Boy, let him have moccasins like the harvest fly
Let him have leggings like the harvest fly
Let him have a robe like the harvest fly
Let him have a cap like the harvest fly
Let him have feathers like the harvest fly
Let his voice be beautiful like the harvest fly's
Life Pollen Boy, stand before him
Walk before him
Harvest Girl, Harvest Fly Girl, stand behind him
Speech Divinity go back and forth before him
Go with him to his home
On a blanket of pollen let the cradle rest
Let him drink from all the springs of the earth
Let him eat pollen of all the plants of the earth
Let him eat of the pollen of the water
Let him eat of the pollen of the mountains.
The cradle is a strong focus of Navaho sentiments. A young man
or woman will point proudly to one still hanging in his parents*
hogan and say, "That is the cradle in which I grew up." This pride
from individual association is heightened by its mythological back-
ground. The first cradles were made for Changing Woman's twins.
The earth gave the bottom boards; the hoods were made from a
rainbow, the footrests of sunbeams; the side loops were of sheet
lightning, and the lacings of zigzag lightning.
The proportion of each day that the baby spends tightly laced to
his cradle varies with his age and with the temperament and situa-
tion of the mother. If she has older children to assist her in house-
hold tasks, she is likely to keep the child out of the cradle for longer
intervals than a mother who must do all the work of the household
as well as care for the baby. However, since healthy babies sleep
most of the time in the early months and do not need to be removed
from the cradle for nursing, they can be and often are left there most